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ABUNDANT GRATITUDE | W e wholehear tedly 
express and receive grat i tude for  the gi ft  of l i fe, our  
com m unity, par tners and cl ients. 

AFFIRM ING INCLUSION  | W e aff i rm  the Divine 
im pr in t in  al l  hum anity and em brace diverse 
par t icipat ion.

 

AUDACIOUS IM AGINATION | W e fear lessly dream  
of a better  wor ld. 

GENEROUS H OSPITALITY | W e in tent ional ly 
establ ish a warm , welcom ing, invi t ing space. 

H OPEFUL CONTEM PLATION | W e regular ly 
pract ice contem plat ive prayer  or iented toward 
bui lding a better  wor ld. 

GROUNDED ACTIVISM  | Our  act ion in  the wor ld is 
r ooted in  sol i tude, si lence, and st i l lness. 

PROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE | Our  behavior , 
appearance, and work  output are excel lent and 
cour teous. 

CULTURAL COM M ITM ENTS

"Insert a quote here."



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Geor ge M ek hai l , chai r

Ver a Leun g, secr etar y

M on a H aydar , v i ce chai r

H u i y i n g Guo, t r easu r er

Fr .Ri char d  Rohr , 
foun d i n g boar d  m em ber

A poet, activist, contemplative Muslim humanist, and 
practitioner of Permaculture, meditator, composting devotee, 

mountain girl, solar power lover and a tireless God-enthusiast. 
 She is an advocate for Spirit, the Earth and Love.

Director of Creative Services for International Justice Mission, 
an international human rights organization that secures rescue 
and justice for victims of violence, sexual exploitation, slavery 
and oppression and works to make public justice systems 
accessible to the poor. She is passionate about engaging the 
creative community in pursuit of God?s heart for social justice.

The Director of Strategic Partnerships & Innovation at The 
Riverside Church in the City of New York. George now considers 
contemplative spirituality to be essential in shaping the next 
generation of Jesus followers and spiritual pilgrims throughout 
the world. 

Committed to both discoveries in science and community 
involvement, she works to become a physician and an advocate 

for under-served populations lacking in quality health care 
access. Ying is able to stay grounded, disciplined, and nourished 

through contemplative prayer. The contemplative has shaped 
the way she thinks, acts, and lives on a daily basis.

Franciscan of the New Mexico Province and the Founding 
Director of the Center for Action and Contemplation in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Fr.Richard teaches primarily on 
incarnational mysticism, non-dual consciousness and 
contemplation, with a particular emphasis on how these affect 
the social justice issues of our time.
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Al exi s Car ter , foun d i n g boar d  m em ber
Pastor of Discipleship at the Metropolitan Baptist Church in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, she spends much of her time teaching others about 
abundant life.  She teaches others to wrestle with the complexities 
of societal norms and personal allegiances that hinder their 
understanding and acceptance of true identity. Alexis encourages 
students to engage with the disturbing and difficult aspects of faith 
and society through readings, acts of service and reflection.

Patr i ci a Jen k i n s-Ar m str on g

Jayak um ar  Chr i st i an

Em m an uel  K aton gol e

Fr .Thom as K eat i n g, 
foun d i n g boar d  m em ber

National Director of World Vision India. He earned a PhD in 
Intercultural Studies from Fuller Theological Seminary and Masters 
degrees in Social Work, Missiology, and Divinity. He is the author of 

God of the Empty-Handed: Poverty, Power and the Kingdom of God 
(World Vision International, 1999) and several articles relating to 

working among people in poverty.

One of America?s great civil rights leaders, Patricia was just 17 years old 
when she trained under Rev. James Lawson in tactical nonviolence. As a 
college student she began participating in Nashville?s sit-ins, stand-ins, and 
sleep-ins. In May of 1961 the Freedom Rider?s set out to desegregate the US 
interstate system by riding buses through the American South in mixed 
racial groups to challenge local laws that enforced segregation in seating. 
Patricia was one of the original Freedom Riders. 

Catholic priest ordained by the Archdiocese of Kampala, has served 
as associate professor of theology and world Christianity at Duke 

University, where he was the founding co-director of the Duke 
Divinity School?s Center for Reconciliation. Presently Emmanuel 

serves as the Associate Professor of Theology and Peace Studies at 
Notre Dame?s Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies.

Cistercian monk of the Strict Observance (O.C.S.O) and one of the 
principal architects and teachers of the Christian contemplative 
prayer movement. A founding member and spiritual guide of 
Contemplative Outreach, LTD., in many ways, Contemplative 
Outreach is a manifestation of his longtime desire to contribute 
to the recovery of the contemplative dimension of Christianity. 



I 've on ly known how to survive. 

Now I 'm  f inal ly r eady to l ive.
"Nourm a" 

survivor  of hum an tr aff ick ing 

?The Cost  of  Fr eedom ? is par t  of Gravi ty?s V? caré Speaker  
Ser ies: A Ser ies of Conversat ions on the Crossroads of 

Spir i tual i ty and Social  Engagem ent. V? caré, fr om  the Lat in  for  
?to cal l ,? is the root fr om  which the Engl ish word ?vocation? is 

der ived. 

The V? caré Speakers Ser ies sounds the cal l  for  fr eedom  for  al l  
people and helps par t icipants clar i fy their  cal l  to m ake the 

wor ld a better  place.

V?car é 

SEPTEMBER 6 & 7, 2016 |  OMAHA, NEBRASKA |  CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY 

NOVEMBER 1, 2016 |  JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI |  BELHAVEN UNIVERSITY

















CAIR
Cont em plat ive Act ivist (not ) in Residence





IN TH E OFFICE

An ah i  Sal azar  An gu l o, 
Oper at i on s M an ager
As full-time Operations Manager Anahi, carried a 
variety of responsibilites. She brings order, 
organization, and excellence to Gravity's 
systems, increasing the capactiy and productivity 
for all of our programs and services. Her 
kindness and hospitality make her a joy for 
Gravity's friends to interact with her. 

Basi l ,

Bu i l d i n g an d  Of f i ce Puppy 
When Basil is not patiently sitting in 
the entrance of Gravity and greeting 
people as they enter the building, he 

is making sure to read office mail and 
shred it if needed. He brings warmth 

and tender love to all who visit our 
office. He calms the air when it feels 
tense and lifts spirits when they are 

down. Basil works everyday like 
everybody else. He enjoys walks and 

lots of potty breaks on sunny days.  




